
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor:  Roger Dobbing 

Email: roger.ebc1@tiscali.co.uk 

Tel: 01483 273063 
 

Articles for the April Newsletter are required 
by March 26th. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Roll Ups 

48 members attended the popular Christmas 

Roll Ups which were great fun. Thanks to 

Malcolm Wright for running the afternoon 

session.  Thanks also to those who brought 

excellent nibbles along. 
 

The Final Fling is on Friday 12th April, so 

watch out for the entry list on the board. 

Handover to the Outdoor Club will be the 

following day.  Please make every effort to get 

to the club on Saturday morning 13th April. 
 

Internal Competitions 

Please look at the notice board and put your 

names down for competitions that you are 

eligible for. 
 

The Star Cup Triples was played on the 20th 

February and was a good sociable occasion.  

The cup was donated a couple of years ago by 

Alan and Stella Goldsmith and Alan kindly 

presented the cup to this year’s winners.  

Grateful thanks go to Margaret Weeden and Jo 

Reynolds for organising the competition.  

Please see the separate report on page 2. 
 

The New Bowlers cup draw has taken place 

and will be contested on 9th February. All  

members are welcome to come along and 

support and spot new talent, bowling that is!  

Start time should be around 9:30 depending 

upon the number of entrants. Check the board.  
 

The Mixed Pairs competition is progressing. 

Please make sure you complete your rounds 

on time. 
 

The Drawn Pairs entry form is on the board, 

closing date 20th February. 
 

The Singles entry form is on the notice 

board, closing date 1st March. 
 

The Wednesday League is currently being 

led by Lesley Hawes on 18 points with Colin 

Smy chasing her closely on 17 points. 
 

In the Friday Triples league the Fender 

Benders are running away with it on 12 

points with the Block Dodgers and 

Blockbusters joint second on 6 points. 
 

All competition rounds and results are on the 

web site. 
 

Don’t forget finals day is on the 6th April. 
 

Friendlies 

Run by Sue Forth and Pauline Shipway the 

Magpies are doing very well this season.  

They have played 12 matches and won 7 so 

far with a great win against Horsham 85-31. 
 

Leagues and Knock Out 

SHAB Knock Out 

The Kestrels played the Woking Park 

Dragons away and had a great win 19-11  

and play Sandhurst in the next round. Sadly 

Eagles and Falcons both lost their first 

rounds. 
 

SHAB Leagues 

The Eagles in division 1 are 4th but only six 

points separate all sides other than Merrow 

who are top.  The Kestrels and Falcons are 

currently bottom of their divisions but there  

are still rounds to play. 
 

Wey Valley Leagues 

In the Thursday Afternoon Charity League, 

the Wednesday Woking Borough League  

and the Surrey Triples League we are 7th in 

all of them. In the Monday Lightwater 

League we are currently top.  
 

Up to date positions in all Surrey Wey Valley 

and SHAB leagues can been viewed on the  
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Surrey Short Mat web site but  the updating is 

sometimes a little tardy! 

 – Roger Newman 
 
 

Internal Team Competitions  

Teams of 5 Competition – 

9th December 2018 
 

Four teams of 5 players entered the 

competition this year, with each team 

comprising a pair and a triples team. In a 

round robin format, the score from the pairs 

match was then carried over to the triples 

team’s match creating enthusiastic team 

support.  Congratulations go to the winning 

team of Hilary Mitchell, Margaret Weeden, 

Pam Routley, Liz Hodge and Joyce Spath 

with runners up Dennis McGuiness, Steph 

Taylor, Malcolm Wright, Liz Sprake and Ann 

Kent. 
 

The event, introduced last year by Nigel 

Sloman,  was very successful and much 

enjoyed so it is hoped that next year we will 

field  a full complement of 6 teams. 

The Star Cup – 20th January 2019 

This competition, now in its 3rd year, took 

place with 8 triples teams playing each other 

in 2 groups.  Each match comprised 9 ends 

with each player rotating their playing 

position every 3 ends.   The winning team 

from each group then played each other in 

the final which was an excellent tight contest 

won by 3 shots. 
 

Alan Goldsmith, who devised the 

competition and donated the beautiful Star 

Cup, presented it to the winning team  of 

Hilary Mitchell, Mike White and Liz Hodge 

with runners up David Kempson, Malcolm 

Wright and Joyce Spath.  Congratulations! 
 

Another enjoyable day for club members 

with enthusiastic support during the final. 

– Jo Reynolds and Margaret Weeden 
 

Appeal for a Volunteer! 

We are looking for someone to take over the 

running of Thursday Evening Short Mat 

Bowls during the summer. 

The person who takes this on does not need 

to attend every Thursday. The main job is to  

select a team of 8 from the people that are 

interested in playing. Last season there were 

15 – so it is important to make sure that 

everyone gets a fair turn.  People will let you 

know the dates they are not available, so you 

can pick a team and have 2 reserves in case 

anybody drops out.  If you are not attending a 

session you have to make sure someone has a 

key to open and close the Clubhouse.  The 

cost is £2 per session. 
 

If you have any questions please contact Shirley 
Brown. 
 

Bowling Outdoors – Think About It 

Club coaches Hilary Mitchell and John 

Greenwood will be running two afternoon 

sessions for shortmat players who wish to 

transfer to outdoor bowls (or simply to try it 

out) on Wednesdays 17th and 24th April at 

2pm. Anyone who would like individual 

coaching in outdoor bowls is invited to 

contact them (Hilary: 276584; John: 273095). 
 

 

 

New Season 2019 

The position of club captain is an honour and 

a responsibility and I feel daunted in 

following in the footsteps of Dick Starbuck 

and Nigel Sloman.  Fortunately Nigel has 

offered his advice to support me whenever I 

need it, for which I am very grateful.  Thank 

you, Nigel.  I am sure that I can also count on 

the support of the rest of the committee but 

when I do make a mistake, and it is probably 

only a question of time, it will be mine alone 

and I ask that you bear in mind that I still 

have my ‘L’ plates up. 

I am fortunate in having Doug Lock and John 

Fisher as the two Vice-Captains and Thelma 

Spiers and Roger Newman as the Lady’s 

Captain and the Men’s Captain respectively – 

all experienced players. Feel free to contact 

any of us if you have any questions. 

– Malcolm Wright 
 

Early Fixtures 

To enable me to select the teams for the early 

friendly games in April and May please 

complete the availability sheet at the end of 

this newsletter and return it to me as soon as 

possible by post, email or leave it on the club 

notice board in the lobby. 

Outdoor Bowls 



If you think that it is a bit early to think about 

these games it is because the next newsletter 

will not be published until early April and if I 

wait until then it will be a bit tight to get it all 

sorted out. 

– Malcolm Wright 
 

Selection for Friendly Games 

Following on from the early fixtures the 

procedure for recording your availability for 

friendly games will be similar to last year in 

that lists will go up on the notice board at the 

club and you will need to visit the club and 

put your name down. 

If you cannot visit the club you can phone or 

email me and I will add your name to the list.  

You will all have a fixtures list so that you will 

know what is coming up. 

My intention is that everybody gets the 

games that they have requested, but where 

games are over-subscribed this will not be 

possible. 

I will try to ensure that everybody gets as fair 

a distribution of games as possible. 

Selections will be made for players and 

reserves for each game and also posted on 

the noticeboard for you to confirm your 

availability. 

The Captain of the Day will also be identified 

so that you will know who to contact if your 

availability changes.  The Captain of the Day 

will arrange the selected players into teams 

and for home games will also select players 

to set out the rinks, arrange refreshments 

and manage the bar. 

– Malcolm Wright 
 

Club Competitions 

The club competitions are open to everybody, 

regardless of experience. 

It has been disappointing in past years that a 

relatively low percentage of our  member-

ship has entered.  As there is only one 

winner, or winning team, in the competitions 

most of us that enter will lose.  The 

enjoyment is in playing bowls and the 

challenge – and the outcome of games is 

never certain.  Please enter, unless you are 

not available to play on Finals Day (26th 

August) as there is no guarantee that you will 

not reach the final. 

The draw for the various competitions will be 

made after the Opening Drive on 15th April 

so to give us a reasonable time to organise 

please complete the application form 

included in this newsletter and return it to 

me by 6th April at the latest. 

The club competitions are organised by the 

Competition Sub-Committee, which is me, 

Doug Lock and John Fisher so feel free to ask 

us if you have any questions. 

– Malcolm Wright 

Club Events 

We will also have the usual club events in the 

forthcoming season starting with the Opening 

Drive on 15th April.  This is followed up by the 

BH Club Drive on 6th May and the Two Wood 

Singles on 18th May.  As there is a £2 entry fee 

for these events to cover the prizes and green 

fees I have included them with the 

Competition Application for convenience. 

We have club events regularly through the 

season and we will advertise the details of 

these well in advance as we usually do. 

We are pleased to announce the return of the 

Bowls & Burgers event on 31st August.  This 

was a great success the season before last and 

we hope that it will be well supported again 

this year. 

We also have a new event this year, the 

George Spiers Cup, to honour the memory of 

George Spiers, a past Chairman and President 

of the club, who also did so much to make our 

current club facilities possible.  It will be a 

triples competition, played on 9th June, and 

organised by Doug Lock.  This promises to be 

another great day, with burgers following 

play.  More details of this nearer the time. 

I am sure that we have a great bowling season 

ahead of us, but let us hope for warm sunny 

days for bowling and with rain overnight for 

the green.   

– Malcolm Wright 

 

West Surrey Ladies League and Surrey 
Advertiser League 

This year we have decided not to enter the 

West Surrey Ladies League but we will 

continue taking part in the Surrey Advertiser 

League.  The dates for this league will not be 

known until March. 
 



I can hardly believe that it is only ten weeks 

until we will be playing outside again.  I am 

looking forward to seeing you all back on the 

green.                                          – Thelma Spiers 
 

Knaphill Open Triples League 

As many of you know we enter a team in the 

Knaphill Open Triples League, the matches 

being played on Thursday afternoons. 

Two sets of triples per week are required, 

fixtures having been issued by the league. 

If you are interested in playing this league 

please let me know and your name will be 

included in the ‘squad’.                – John Fisher 
 

Three Counties Open Triples League 

We have been entered in the above for the 

2019 season.  Three sets of triples are 

required each week and matches are played 

on Tuesday evenings starting at 6.15 – 

6.30pm.  There are six matches at home and 

six away per season, fixtures being notified 

shortly.  Please let me know if you would like 

to be considered for the ‘squad’.  – John Fisher 
 

West Surrey Competitions 

Any members thinking about entering the 

West Surrey competitions should contact 

Roger Newman.  Entries need to be in by the  
middle of May and forms will be on the board, 
but it leaves little time from the start of the 
season.                                     – Roger Newman      
 

Guildford, Woking & District Tuesday 
Triples Bowls League 

If there are any men who have not already 

contacted Roger Newman and would like to 

be in the squad for these Tuesday afternoon 

matches please do so.  You need to be over 55 

which probably does not exclude any men in 

our club!!                                     – Roger Newman 

 

Area Mid Week Rinks League 

We have again entered a team (1 rink) in this 

league which is traditionally played on Friday 

evenings but doesn’t necessarily have to be, 

so some fixtures may be in on other days.  We 

do not yet know who is organising the league 

this year as Mike Patey, who managed it last 

year, has sadly died. 

We also need someone to run ourteam this 

year so any volunteer please contact Roger 

Newman.  In the meantime, if you would like 

to be in the squad please contact Roger or 

enter your name on the list when it goes up.  

– Roger Newman      
 

Membership Renewal – 2019 

I appreciate that it’s very early in the outdoor 

season and the weather can change at any 

moment (for the better I hope) but during the 

closed season some substantial work has 

been carried out on the green (new green 

surrounds) which has meant that our bank 

balance has reduced quite a lot. 
 

So if you wish to pay your sub (still a very 

reasonable £85) early by cheque please see 

the form at the end of the newsletter and 

return to me ASAP. If you wish to pay  

through the internet please give me a ring 

and I will provide the clubs banking details. 

The advantages are that the club would 

receive the money quicker and members 

would not have to wait for cheques to be 

cleared.              – Nigel Sloman, Hon Treasurer 
 
    
     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Ellenger   
 
Pamela van der 
Meulen 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Obituaries 

Very sadly two previous members of the 

bowls club have passed away since the 

publication of the last newsletter: Pam van 

der Meulen and John Ellenger. 
 

Their presence on the green or the 

shortmat will be greatly missed. We wish 

all their relatives and close friends our 

commiserations at this sad time. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Application Form for Early Fixtures 
Please send your completed application form for the early season fixtures to 

     Malcolm Wright, Cricket Green Cottage, Ewhurst Green, GU6 7RR or email or put it on the  
club notice board inside the front door 

To arrive no later than 6th April 2019 
 

Date Opponents  Venue  Time  Dress  Triples  Yes/No  

Wed 17/4 Dorking H 2.30 G 4m  

Tues 23/4 Newdigate H 2.30 G 5m  

Sat 27/4 Albury H 2.30 W 4m  

Sun 28/4 Castle Green A 2.30 W 4m  

Tues 30/4 Crawley Blind H 2.00 W 2m  

Wed 1/5 Cranleigh A 2.30 G 6m  

Sat 4/5 Wonersh A 2.30 W 4m  

Sun 5/5 Burpham A 2.30 W 4m  

Tues 7/5 Leatherhead A 2.30 G 4m  

Tues 7/5 Dorking Ladies H 2.30 W 3L  

Wed 8/5 Bookham A 2.30 G 5m  

Thurs 9/5 Horsham B C H 2.30 G 5m  

Sun 12/5 Holloway Hill A 2.30 W 4m  

Wed 15/5 Billingshurst H 6.30 G 4/5m  

Thur 16/5 Pippbrook Ladies A 2.30 W 2L  

Sun 19/5 Crawley Town H 2.30 W 4m  

Wed 22/5 Brockham A 2.30 W 4m  

Thurs 23/5 Mayford Hall H 2.30 G 4m  

Sun 26/5 Ripley A 2.30 G 4m  

BH Mon 27/5 Ladies v Gents H 2.00 G   

Wed 29/5 Bramley H 6.30 G 4m  

 

                 Signed…………………………   Name………………………………………  
 

Competition Application Form 
          Please send your completed application form and cheque to Malcolm Wright, Cricket Green Cottage, Ewhurst Green, GU6 7RR  

                  or put it on the club notice board inside the front door 

To arrive no later than 6th April 2019  

               DO NOT ENTER THE COMPETITIONS SHOWN IN ITALICS IF YOU CANNOT PLAY ON FINALS DAY (26/8/19) 

Competition Yes/No Fee £2.00 per 
person per comp.  

Opening Drive Monday 15th April   
Bank Holiday Club Drive Monday 6th May   
2 Wood Singles Saturday 18th May   
Ladies Singles   
Men’s Singles   
Handicap Singles   
Drawn Pairs   
Mixed Pairs  (Partner’s Name ………………..……)                                      
101 Up   
Tabor 75 and over   

                                                                                                                 TOTAL  £ 

    Signed…………………………………………    Name…………………………………………… …          

 

                                                           Cheques payable to Ewhurst Bowling Club 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
          

Social Matters 

The Next Event 

Saturday 23rd February 

7 for 7.30 start 

KURLING  

£8 to include a ploughman’s supper, served on  

a “running” basis 
 

All monies please to Sue Forth. Cheques to be made out to Ewhurst 
Bowls Club Social Committee. 

 

EWHURST BOWLING CLUB 
 

Application for Membership – Renewal 2019 
 

Subscriptions for 2019 - Full Membership £85 and Social Membership £15 
 

Name …………………………….……………………       Full/Social   £………. 
 

Name …………………………….……………………       Full/Social   £………. 
 

 

Under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) I give my consent that the club  
can hold my personal details for the sole use of the bowls club. 

 

Signature (please print your name)  …………………………………………………. 

Please note below any change of postal address or telephone number plus 
your e-mail address if not already recorded on the membership list. 

…………………………………………………………………………................... 

…………………………………………………………………………................... 
 

Remittances please to The Treasurer, Nigel Sloman, 112 Cranleigh Mead, Cranleigh, Surrey GU6 7JX 
or pin on the Club notice board 

 

PLEASE NOTE if you are not able to collect your Fixture card from the Club Notice board, enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope so that your card can be posted to you. 



 
A SHORT STORY 

 

The green is bare – save for little swirls of dead leaves pirouetting around the ditches and 

dark grass. Twilight, practically no light, save the yellow gleam seeping through the 

curtains of the clubhouse. Absolute silence, but then the faint but unmistakable sound of 

wood knocking against wood. Somebody keen to improve their play perhaps before the 

next round of mixed pairs? 

Inside, the building is now deathly quiet, lit only by the harsh lights above mat 1. A solitary 

figure bends over the mat.  Shadowy, almost featureless, could be any age. 

 

… The Bowling Man 

 

With an audible sigh The Bowling Man straightens his back, stretches his knees, collects up 

his woods and puts them carefully in a bag just beyond the fender. The click of switches – 

then blackness, both inside and out. Security lights briefly on and then off. A door closes 

but no key is turned. The beep of the burglar alarm is loud enough to wake the 

neighbourhood. 

 

The darkness is disorienting, although it is only a short, straight path to the gate and the 

deeply shadowed carpark beyond. But there is no man, no vehicle to carry him home. 

Strange mystery!  Man inside but not outside. Lights and alarms working, but are not 

recognised by the manual. Wind just stilled – only a mournful sound not unlike funeral 

music ebbs and flows quietly in the night air. 

 

Next morning arrives. Cars one by one rolling quietly into the carpark.  Bowls bags on little 

wheels, or carried heavily down to the door that is opened and closed, or held for the 

person behind. “Odd smell” someone remarks. “Bit like a cigar or a pipe” another 

comments. Nobody answers. 

 

“Someone here last night” looking at the electronic scoreboard which was turned off, but 

still displays dimly 15 away, 0 home. “I’m positive it was working yesterday evening”. 

 

Tea time:  “Strange that smell of old tobacco” someone says. “I can’t think of anybody who 

smokes nowadays – and if they do, definitely not cigars or a pipe.”  The subject changes: 

“did you read that article in the Surrey Ad last week”. No response. “Well – it was quite a 

short piece tucked away, easy to miss – apparently the police have been receiving several 

calls. A couple of weeks ago they were all over Ewhurst.  Unusual lights and strange sounds 

were apparently causing some alarm in the area.”  

 

No one offers any further information. “Let’s get back to the bowls again” someone 

suggests. “They say it all changes after tea”. 

 
                      

                          – With apologies to all those writers of mystery thrillers that I enjoy so much!



 


