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Letter from the Editor
A Tale of Two Cities?
Dickens opens his novel “A Tale of Two
Cities” with a sentence that has become
famous:
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times,
it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of
foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the
epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it
was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of
hope, it was the winter of despair, we had
everything before us, we had nothing before us,
we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all
going direct the other way—in short, the period
was so far like the present period, that some of
its noisiest authorities insisted on its being
received, for good or for evil, in the superlative
degree of comparison only.
Not much has changed since this book was
published in 1859 - and there are clear
echoes of this today - not only in world
politics, but events a lot closer to home. In
any situation where misunderstandings or
mistrust are evident, it is incumbent on
everyone to work together to achieve an
amicable conclusion.
__________________________
Some may wonder what has happened re a new
name for our Newsletter. We had some
excellent suggestions including “why change
at all?” which is quite OK by me – Ed.

Short Mat
From your Chairman
It is hard to believe that after all of our trials
and tribulations we are half-way through our
winter season. Our membership has settled at
a very creditable figure after some of our
number had reservations about re-joining due
largely to fears created by Covid19.
We welcome our new members who have
discovered the joy of Short Mat Bowls through
the U3A system and the high level of initial
coaching delivered by Margaret and her regular
band of experienced players. I am sure that our
regular players at roll-ups will extend their
customary welcome to our new players.
We still require volunteers to lead a couple of
our afternoon sessions, as a result of which
their continuance may be brought into
question.
My recent personal experience has served to
highlight the absolute need to record details of
all who attend our clubhouse, for covidtracking reasons. This should include visiting
players. This is somewhat in conflict with
aspects of Data Protection legislation, but the
original directions from ESMBA were quite
clear.
All being well, it is my intention to arrange an
afternoon session where protocol, etiquette,
and some of the rules of the game can be
discussed.
Dennis McGuinnes
Chairman ESMBC

Club Competitions
After our lives were abruptly interrupted by
the arrival of a devious virus some
competitions of 2019/20 were left
unfinished. Even the completed ones are
probably forgotten. This seems a good time to
take a look back.

2019 – 2022
Fortunately the following competitions were
completed before Covid 19 closed us down.
The Star Cup was won by Malcolm Wright,
Brenda Cunningham and Liz Sprake.

The Sloman Cup Teams of 5 winners were
Delia Stimpson, Jackie Wright, Val Sloman, Di
Richardson and Ann Lock.
The Friday Evening Triples winners were
The Lively Jacks – Pauline Shipway, Dennis
McGuinnes, David Lipman, Liz Sprake and
Ann White.
Blockbusters – Malcolm Wright, Jo Newman,
Ann Burge, Hazel Lipman and Peter Adams
were runners up.
The Wednesday Morning League winner
was Colin Smy, with Ann Kent and Elaine
Philipson joint runners up.
As Finals Day in April 2020 was unable to go
ahead some other competitions were left
unfinished.
The Novice Bowlers Final between Sheena
and Hugh Hall was played in November 2021!
This proved to be a very exciting match with
the pair being tied on 15 shots after 18 ends.
An extra end was played to find a winner, and
that was Hugh, by one shot! On the same day
the Mixed Pairs final was played. Pauline and
George Shipway had a convincing win over
Mavis and Dennis Kempson. Unfortunately
the Drawn Pairs final was unable to take
place due to illness.
Sadly Covid prevented 2020 Singles from
taking place.

2020 – 2021
No Club competitions were played.

2021 – 2022
Competitions are up and running once again
(for now!).
The Sloman Cup Teams of 5 took place on
Saturday 11th December. Sadly we had to
limit the number taking part to 25.It was a
very successful day, enjoyed by all. At the end
of the games two teams were tied on 6 points
so shot difference was used to determine the
winners. Pauline Shipway, Elaine Philipson,
Mike Wells, Pam Routley and Irene Gould
narrowly beat runners up Val Sloman, Lesley
Hawes, Hugh Hall, Ann White and Peter
Adams by 3 shots.
The popular Tom Sutton Wednesday
Morning League has reached half way
having played 10 games. The top four players
battling it out for pole position await the
weekly draw with excited (or perhaps

nervous!) anticipation. Currently Delia
Stimpson is in the lead with David Lipman
close behind, followed by Colin Smy and
David Kempson.
Covid seems to have reduced the numbers
playing this year, with a weekly average of 18
instead of 24, but the standard of play is
generall high and the scores seem more
evenly matched.
Friday Evening Triples
Four out of ten games have been played so
far. Currently the top two teams are both on 6
points. However, the Shots (Pauline Shipway,
Elain Philipson, Dennis McGuinnes, Shirley
Bundy and Mike White) are leading Smyley's
People (Colin Smy, Val Sloman, Hugh Hall,
Delia Stimpson and Ann White) by a better
shot difference of 1!
The Star Cup is scheduled for January 15th
and the Novice Bowlers for January 29th.
Unfortunately we have to limit the numbers
taking part in the Star Cup to 18 this year.
This enables us to play on two mats only with
the other one rolled up to create more space
for social distancing. This proved successful
in the Teams of 5 competition.
The Novice Bowlers Competition is open to
members who joined after September 2019
and have no previous experience of any type
of bowling.
It provides an opportunity to experience and
enjoy competitive play against others with
similar bowling ability.
We do hope that members who attended the
course last October will add their names to
the sign up sheet already displayed on the
notice board.
Let's all try to keep bowling
—David Kempson and Margaret Weeden

Evening Roll-ups
It’s clear from the bar diary that very few
members are favouring the evening sessions
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. If
anyone would like to take advantage of these
sessions, please be mindful of the fact that the
Friday Triples League takes place on
occasional Fridays (i.e Jan 14 & 28; Feb 11 &
25; Mar 11 & 25) -– so please check before
you come.

Surrey Leagues

Booster jabs are now being rolled out but the
Omicron variant is fighting back. However,
the good news is that there is not such a
strong link between hospitalisation etc. as
there was last year and Christmas with our
families were not cancelled this year.

Short Mat members take part in a number of
league matches. Current positions are as
follows:
Woking Borough League
9th place
Won 4, lost 7

Things clearly are improving, but at a slower
pace than we had all hoped for. At the time of
going to press the seven-day average of new
cases in Waverley was 113, 306, up from
about 40,000 on 21 December! It seems that
every time we take a few steps forward we
take some back too – but we are still making
progress. We must still maintain our guard
whilst anticipating an even better coming
season.

Thursday Charity League
4th place
Won 6, lost 2
Surrey Triples
Last place
Won 2, lost 6
Shab Knockout
Ewhurst Reds
Top of their group at the moment.
It goes without saying that all members will be
trying hard to improve their positions in their
leagues.

Outdoor Bowls

A happy and healthy New Year to all our
members.

Membership for 2022
Membership for the new season is now due.
The application form can be found at the
end of this newsletter. Please note the
changes.

Opening Drive

Christmas Greetings
From her home in Wales, Margaret Hart has
sent the following message: “I send you and
the club a very merry Christmas and a happy
New Year”.

From your Club Captain
This time last year the first Covid-19
vaccinations were being rolled out, but the
virus seemed to be doubling its efforts.

-

The Opening Drive will be on Easter Monday
18 April. Put it in your diary now.
Applications for players for this, other early
club events and competitions etc. will be
dealt with in the March Newsletter. Thanks
to Jo Newman we still have a full fixtures list
to look forward too.
As ever - Stay Safe.

—Malcolm Wright



Memories from 2006
Bowls Club members waiting to board
their flight to Lake Garda.
Sadly some of the members shown are
no longer with us.

Ewhurst Bowling Club
Application for Membership Renewal 2022
Subscriptions for 2022 - Full Membership £125 and Social Membership £10
Name…………….……………………….…………

Full/Social £………

Name…………….……………………….…………

Full/Social £………

Under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) I give my consent that the club
can hold my personal details for the sole use of the bowls club.
Signature (and also please print your name) …………………………………………….
Please note below any change of postal address or telephone number plus
your e-mail address if not already recorded on the membership list.
…………………………………………………………………………....................
…………………………………………………………………………....................
Cheques please to The Treasurer, Peter Adams, 24 Hesketh Close, Cranleigh,
Surrey GU6 7JB, pin on the Club notice board or by online bank transfer to The Ewhurst
Bowling Club, Account No 30646979 and Sort Code 60-06-19.
PLEASE NOTE if you are not able to collect your Fixture card from the Club enclose a
stamped addressed envelope so that your card can be posted to you.

 EARLY WARNING 
Your Social Committee is organising another
event on Saturday February 26th
Put this date in your diary and await further
details!

Don’t Miss It!

