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Short Mat
From your Chairman
There is not much going on at the moment:
watching the tide of the pandemic recede,
watching I am sure with more hope than
certainty.
Our membership is down this season, I
believe largely due to the pandemic. It is
hoped that some of those players will return
next season.
We have a number of new members
following the tuition given by Margaret
Weeden and her willing assistants. I am sure
that all are being made welcome and are
being accorded all the advice and help
possible.
We are getting through the season well, and
before we know it we will have finals day, the
annual clean, and summer then beckons. The
agreement with EBC is once again in place to
allow one short mat to be used under the
same conditions as in previous years.
I know that many join the club as simply a
place of enjoyable roll-ups, and that is fine.
For next season I encourage many more of us
to get involved with club competitions and
the competitive leagues. Those who do will
find that there is even more enjoyment to be

had, always in friendly, good-natured
company.
The three teams: Premier, A and B teams,
represent Surrey County playing inter-county
games during the winter season. There are
players of quite mixed abilities within the
Surrey team set up.
Our Secretary has the dates of short trials
periods when any registered player can go
along and be involved. The trials are run in a
very friendly, even fun, way, and are thus
enjoyable. All existing Surrey players also
attend these trials every year. We have a
number of Surrey players in our club and any
of them will be more than willing to
introduce such candidates to a trial day at
Wey Valley.
Another way to have a look at the Surrey setup is to get involved in the Surrey Summer
games programme, where a number of
friendlies are played against other counties.
All SCSMBA registered players can volunteer
for these, and it is an easy way to have a look
at a different aspect of bowling.
—Dennis McGuinnes
Chairman ESMBC

Competition News
Star Cup
Six teams of three players took part in the Star
Cup on January 15th. Teams were divided into
two groups. Each team played 2 games of 12
ends. In this competition players change
position in the team after every 4 ends.
At the end of the preliminary rounds the
winner of each group played each other in the
final. David Kempson, Sheena Hall and Irene
Gould triumphed over Margaret Weeden, Pam
Routley and Jean Bligh.
Novice Bowlers Singles Competition
Eight somewhat nervous members arrived at
the clubhouse soon after 9 o'clock on January
29th. Four of these only began bowling last
October. The players were divided into two
groups and played each other in a round
robin format, with the winner of each group
going forward to the final. There was some
very good bowling throughout the day.
Congratulations go to Janice Hathaway and
Hugh Hall. They will play on Finals Day,
Saturday 2nd April.

Drawn Pairs
26 people are taking part in this competition
on Saturday 5th March. The draw for pairs
took place recently and details are now on
the notice board, together with the
arrangements for the day.
Club Singles
This is the final competition of the season and
will take place on Saturday and Sunday,
March 19th/20th. Details will be on the
notice board soon.
Tom Sutton Wednesday Morning League
This is now reaching its climax with just two
sessions left. At the time of writing this report
on February 23rd David Lipman is leading
with 26 points. Close behind are Delia
Stimpson and Colin Smy with 22 points. A
higher shot difference puts Delia in second
place at the moment, but this one will go to
the wire!
FINALS DAY
This takes place on SATURDAY 2nd APRIL.
Details and timings of the semi finals and
finals to be played will be arranged nearer
the time. This is the culmination of all the
competitive events of the year. Please make a
note of the date and come along to support
those involved, and enjoy watching some fine
bowling. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be
available all day and the bar will be open.
— Margaret Weeden & David Kempson

The Funny February Fling
This was arranged to provide some fun
after having to cancel the usual Christmas
Fling.
Twenty four members divided into six
teams enjoyed (or suffered!) various
challenges such as bowling with their nonbowling hand and negotiating two blocks
on the mat.
Four teams tied on 4 points but the Lemon
Drizzles (Val Sloman, Lesley Hawes, Janice
Hathaway and Nigel Mould) were the
winners having the best shot difference.
Runners up were the Raspberry Buns (Colin
Smy, Phyl Lister, Jackie Wright and Phil
Stimpson).

With the bar open and plenty of refreshments
available a good time was had by all.

Surrey Leagues
As we were unable to run the Shab proper
this year, we only have results for the Shab
Knockout League, as follows:Group A was won by Woking Park Dragons,
who will go on to play West End Rosewood
from Group B. Group C was won by Albury,
who will go on to play Ripley Gold from
Group D. Ewhurst Reds ended up a credible
third in their Group.
In the Woking Borough League, played at
Wey Valley, Ewhurst have played twenty
games so far, of which we have won six, with
six more to be played.
In the Surrey Triples League, again played at
Wey Valley, Ewhurst have played thirteen
games, of which we have won five, with three
more to be played.
We failed to find anybody to run the Monday
night Lightwater League this time, so we did
not participate.
In the Thursday afternoon Charity League,
Ewhurst have played fourteen games, of
which we have won ten, with four more to be
played. So far, we are only a few points away
from third in this League.
Our friendly Magpies League have won four
and lost four of their games so far, with four
more to be played.
— Steph Taylor

Outdoor Bowls
From the Club Captain
The Coming Season
Without the gift of second sight, it is difficult
to predict how close to normal the coming
season will be but at present it is looking
good, compared to the last two years, fingers
crossed.
Second sight would also have prepared me
for the resurgence of the skin cancer that I
thought that I had beaten a while ago.

Unfortunately, the chemotherapy that seems
to have dealt with the lymphoma reduced my
immune system and made way for the skin
cancer, for which I am now undergoing an
open-ended course of immunotherapy. It is
uncertain whether I will be able to play bowls
this year or take a full part in the running of
the club, as I would expect to.
I will do as much as I can but I will be looking
for a great deal of assistance from other
Members to help me out.
We have the usual forms towards the rear of
this newsletter covering applications for the
Early Fixtures and Events until the end of
May and applications for the Club
competitions.

Club Competitions
The club competitions are open to everybody,
regardless of experience.
As there is only one winner, or winning team,
in the competitions most of us that enter will
lose. The enjoyment is in playing bowls and
the challenge; playing better players will also
improve your game. The outcome of a game
is never certain until it is finished.
Please enter, unless you are not available to
play on Finals Day (20/21 August) as there is
no guarantee that you will not reach the final.
The finals of two of the competitions, i.e. Two
Wood Singles and the George Spiers Cup, are
played on the day and not on Finals Day so
you can enter these even if you are not
available on Finals Day. Entry fees for these
competitions will be collected on the day.
The draw for the various competitions is
usually made after the Opening Drive, which
this year is on 18 April, or as advised
otherwise, so to give us a reasonable time to
organise. Please complete the application
form included in this newsletter and return it
to me by 3 April at the latest.
The club competitions are organised by the
Competition Sub-Committee, i.e., Doug Lock,
Ken Chitty and me, so feel free to ask us if you
have any questions.

Johnston-Cherry Friday Afternoon
League
The League starts on Friday 20 May. All
members are welcome to play and if you

normally roll-up on a Friday afternoon you
can play in the League. It is like playing in a
roll-up but with a little bit more of
competition in it, but still very friendly.
There is no entry fee.
We play as teams and the teams are drawn at
the time. However, scoring is individual as
each player gets the score of the team that
they play in.
The League will run for 14 weeks at 2.00pm
on Friday afternoons. To make some
allowance for ‘life’ sometimes getting in the
way of bowling only 12 scores out of the
maximum possible will be counted. If a
player plays more than 12 games the best 12
scores will be counted.
Of course, you can play as often or as little as
you like, but the more often you play the
more likely you are to be in the running for
the Winner’s Cup. Just turn up on the day to
participate.

Membership Renewal
Of course, being able to play bowls and
enter any of our events and competitions
does require membership for the
forthcoming season.
It is much closer to the start of the season
now and we don’t seem to have many
Members yet.
Please complete the form at the end of the
newsletter and send it with your cheque to
our Treasurer, Peter Adams, or pay by bank
transfer. Please don’t leave it until the last
minute to re-join because as we get closer
to the Opening Drive our lives get busier.
Any of our Short Mat friends who are
contemplating playing outside through the
summer should contact the Club Secretary
for a membership application form.
— Malcolm Wright

WSBA Midweek League
We have a team entered in this West Surrey
League which is played on a Friday evening.
It is played in Areas and 8 matches are played
throughout the summer and each club is
played just once. The format is fours, 2
woods 21 ends and the team can be mixed.
Top 4 clubs in each area go through to a
knockout.

TV Funnies

If there is any member who would like to
organise this league for us please let me
know within the next 2 weeks.
— Roger Newman

Television is an invention that permits you to
be entertained in your living room by people
you wouldn’t have in your home.
— David Frost
Television is very educational. Every time it
comes on I go into another room and read a
book.
— Groucho Marks

Honours Boards
Competition winners from both clubs will be
pleased to know that the honours boards in
the clubhouse have now been brought up-todate.



APPLICATION FORMS FOLLOW ON PAGES 5 AND 7

Competitions Application Form
Please send your completed application form to
Malcolm Wright, Cricket Green Cottage, Ewhurst Green, Cranleigh, GU6 7RR
or by email to waimaugum47@aol.com

To arrive no later than 3 April 2022
Competition

Yes / No

Two Wood Singles, Saturday 21 May
George Spiers Cup, Sunday 12 June

DO NOT ENTER THE COMPETITIONS BELOW IF YOU CANNOT PLAY ON
FINALS DAY (20/21 AUGUST 2022)
Competition

Yes / No

£2 fee per person
per comp.

Ladies Singles
Men’s Singles
Handicapped Singles
Drawn Pairs
Mixed Pairs (Partner’s Name -

)

101 Up
Tabor Cup, 75 and Over
Total £

Signed………………………………………. Name…………………………………….
Entry fees for the competitions where finals are played on Finals Day are to be paid with
submission of the application forms.

Application Form for Early Fixtures and Events
Please send your completed application form for the early season fixtures to
Malcolm Wright, Cricket Green Cottage, Ewhurst Green, GU6 7RR
or email or put it on the club notice board inside the front door

To arrive no later than 3 April 2020
Date

Fixture / Event

Venue

Time

Dress

Triples

April
Mon

18

Opening Drive

H

2.00

G

Thurs

21

Pulborough

H

2.30

G

3m

Tues

26

Newdigate

H

2.30

G

5m

Wed

27

Dorking

H

2.30

G

4m

Sat

30

Albury

H

2.30

G

4m

Sun

1

Castle Green

A

2.30

W

4m

BH Mon

2

Club Drive

H

2.00

G

Tues

3

Crawley Blind Bowlers

H

2.00

W

2m

Wed

4

Cranleigh

2.30

G

6m

Sat

7

Wonersh

A

2.30

W

4m

Sun.

8

Burpham

A

2.30

W

4m

Tues

10

Leatherhead

A

2.30

G

4m

Tues

10

Dorking Ladies

H

2.30

G

3L

Wed

11

Bookham

A

2.30

G

5m

Thurs

12

Horsham B C

H

2.30

G

5m

Fri

13

Chairman v President

H

5.00

G

Sun

15

Holloway Hill

A

2.30

W

4m

Tues

17

Reigate Ladies

H

2.30

W

3L

Wed

18

Billingshurst

H

6.30

G

4m

Sat

21

2 Woods Singles

H

10.00

G

Sun

22

Crawley Town

H

2.30

W

4m

Wed

25

Brockham

A

2.30

G

4m

Sun

29

Ripley

A

2.30

G

4m

May

A

Yes / No

