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Outdoor Bowls
From your Club Captain
Life sees changes all the time and where
these may affect the workings of our club
they get discussed at Committee Meetings.
Sometimes it is felt necessary to find out
what the Members’ current views might be
and these are usually obtained by a roundrobin email but recently, as we had a number
of issues that we wished to test the water for,
it was decided that it would be nice to do it in
person by inviting the membership to an
informal gathering at the Clubhouse and
make it a social event too.
It would also give the Membership the
opportunity of suggesting ways the club
might be developed. Views expressed and
suggestions made at the gathering would
then be fed into the decision making of the
Committee.
We did just this before the start of the season
on the afternoon of Sunday 10 April. The
feedback was very helpful and reviewed at
the recent Committee Meeting, leading to the
following decisions.
 Raffles will not be held at Home games.
 Dress code (i.e. Greys or Whites) at
Friendlies remains unchanged from
that shown in Dress Code, Section 1 of
the Guidance for all Members and as

specifically identified in our Fixtures
List for each of the games.
 The Captains of the Day at home
Friendly matches will request that
players, both home and away, donate
£1 to one of the charity boxes on the
bar for each wrong bias bowled.
We were pleased with a good turn-out at the
gathering and thought that it was very
successful and should be repeated.

The New Season
We have every hope for a normal, or near
normal, season this year although Covid-19 is
still with us and some caution is still
necessary.
The season was started with the Opening
Drive on Easter Monday and this year it was
organised by Ken Chitty, one of our Vice
Captains, and you can read his report in this
newsletter. Congratulations to Jean Bligh,
Alan Eveleigh and Hugh Hall who won prizes
through the afternoon.
We are into our season now and at the time
of going to press had played our first Friendly
at home against Pulborough. The weather
was kind and it was an enjoyable and friendly
afternoon and we only just lost overall by a
score of 49-51.
This game was oversubscribed with players
but a significant number of matches in April
and May, both home and away, are significantly undersubscribed and unless we can
get more players the Captain of the Day has
to agree a reduced number of triples with the
opposing team or cancel the match. Away
games are often not as popular as home
games but we have to remember that unless
we play the away matches that club will drop
us from their fixture list and reduce our home
games.
There is still time to add your names to a
number of games on the lists on the notice
board at the Clubhouse.

Roll-ups
Members attending roll-ups should enter
their names in the Roll-up Diary which is on
the bar in the Clubhouse. The Rink Diary,

located on the table by the trophy cabinet,
should not be used.

Johnston - Cherry Friday Afternoon
League
The League starts on Friday 20 May. All
members are welcome to play and if you
normally roll-up on a Friday afternoon you
can play in the League. It is like playing in a
roll-up but with a little bit more of
competition in it, but still very friendly.
There is no entry fee.
We play as teams and the teams are drawn at
the time. However, scoring is individual as
each player gets the score of the team that
they play in.
The League will run for 14 weeks at 2.00pm
on Friday afternoons. To make some
allowance for ‘life’ sometimes getting in the
way of bowling only 12 scores out of the
maximum possible will be counted. If a
player plays more than 12 games the best 12
scores will be counted.
Of course, you can play as often or as little as
you like, but the more often you play the
more likely you are to be in the running for
the Winner’s Cup. Just turn up on the day to
participate.

Please note that applications are to be in by
20 May to avoid undue haste in making the
June selections.
For July, August and September the system is
the same and the application forms will be
posted on the notice board on the first day of
the previous month with applications
required by the twentieth of the month.

Guidance for all Members
Many questions that you may have can be
answered by reference to the document
Guidance for all Members which can be found
on our website via a link in the Membership
Section and as a hard copy in the Clubhouse.
No matter how long you have been a Member
I would be willing to bet that there are things
in this document that you didn’t know – there
were certainly things in it that I didn’t know.
Look at it now – you might be amazed!
—Malcolm Wright

From your Secretary
Dorset Week

If you have any questions please call Malcolm
Wright on 01483 276938.

It is not too late to book a place on our week
at the Dorset Golf and Bowls Resort, 23rd to
28th October. It is a great week of good food,
good bowling and free golf. If you haven’t
been before contact me for details or have a
chat to someone who has been before.

Travelling to Away Games

Internal Competitions

If you need a lift to an away game check the
list of players and contact those that live near
you who are likely to be driving. Only contact
the Captain of the Day as a last resort.

Doug Lock, assisted by Thelma Spiers and
Ken Chitty, carried out the draws for the
internal competitions and they are now on
the board and also on the web site, so you
don’t need to visit the club to look for who
you are playing and track the results later.

The matter of contributions to the driver
when car sharing was discussed at the recent
Committee Meeting and it was decided that
any arrangements should remain informal
and be agreed between the parties involved.
If any guidance is needed the Committee
would suggest that a contribution of £2 is
appropriate.

June Fixtures
The application forms for June games will be
on the Club notice board on the first day of
May.

The Bullen and Hollier Cups will be drawn
when the time is right. The rules of all the
competitions are also on the web site. Don’t
forget, if you are the first named (on top) you
have the responsibility to suggest dates to
your opponent. If any of you have a problem
finding a marker please contact me.

Health and Safety
We will be publishing a Health and Safety
Policy on the web site soon together with a

few risk assessments just to remind members
to take care under circumstances when
playing and using the club and green. These
policies and the implementation of them are
not compulsory for clubs at the moment but
are nevertheless important for our safety
now and in the future.

Friendlies
Please check the fixture card for the colours
to wear when playing friendlies. There are a
few clubs who are now playing in greys only
and we will be abiding by their choice when
we play against them.
At home games we will not be having raffles.
What we will be trying is a request for
players (us and opposition) to donate £1 to
either of the charity boxes on the bar if a
wrong bias is bowled. This will be
announced by the captain of the day before
the start of each match. A bit of fun!
— Roger Newman

Opening Drive April 2022
Monday 18th April was a bright sunny day
with some clouds - but a great day for
beginning the outdoors bowling season.
The Opening Drive started at 2.00pm with 28
people taking part. The first activity was the
Spider, a fun activity with everybody taking
part. The prize of a 1.5 ltr of red wine
donated by our chairman was won by the
very skilful Jean Bligh.
It was decided to run the main afternoon
competition along the lines of last year as the
Covid-19 situation then cautioned that not
too much personal mixing should prevail and
with Covid levels very high this year then
having players using their allotted rink and
given opponents throughout the match
would be the safest route. Different play
variations and use of the jack introduced an
element of fun into the game and some
debate as to what the rules really meant.
After 9 ends there was a well earned break
for tea and biscuits and the game resumed
until 17 ends were completed. The final end
was quite different with all bowls delivered
without a jack in place whereupon the last
bowler bowled the jack hopefully to land

among their bowls and not their opponents.
Scoring was decided as usual.
After all equipment had been returned and
drinks were being enjoyed in the clubhouse,
the winners by largest shot difference over
the 18 ends were announced. They were Alan
Eveleigh and Hugh Hall and they each won a
bottle of wine for their well earned efforts.
—Ken Chitty

Short Mat
From your Chairman
My thanks to those (comparatively few in
number) who found the time and energy to
assist with the annual clean of the clubhouse
in preparation for the hand over to the Lawn
Bowls Club on 16th April. All help was
appreciated.
Your Committee will not be idle during the
summer months, however, but will no doubt
be beavering away in anticipation of a fuller
bowling season in 2022/2023.
It may very well be the case that there could
be changes to the formats in competitions
and leagues which we were all so used to in
pre-pandemic seasons. An example could be
that some leagues may consider making
permanent the change to triples rather than
rinks.
The change to triples was made on safety
grounds, and, of course, covid will still be
prevalent.
The SCSMBA policy of restricting greetings at
matches and rolls-up to the spoken word will
no doubt continue when we return to our
season in September.
Those who so wish can play throughout the
summer on our single mat on the days
allocated to us by EBC, as previously
advertised. The temporary mat plays well,
very much as does the permanent version.
We have our Annual Lunch and presentation
of trophies coming up on 9th June, and I look
forward to seeing as many members as
possible who can make it.
— Dennis McGuinnes, Chairman ESMBC

Club Competitions

Results for 2019/2020:

Wednesday League & Friday Triples

Mixed Pairs Winners: George & Pauline
Shipway. r/u David & Mavis Kempson.

As was predicted the Wednesday League result
went to the wire, the results table was such
that it was not possible to name the winner and
runner-up until the final game had been played
as the points were so close. In the event David
Lipman remained at the top but Pauline
Shipway moved up to runner-up.
A similar situation arose in the Friday Triples
whereby the top two teams ‘The Shots’ and
‘Smyly’s People’, equal on points faced each
other in the final game. Clearly there could
only be one winner with Pauline Shipway’s
‘The Shots’ proving triumphant.

Star Cup & Fives Competitions
These both took place as scheduled around
Xmas and New Year. They were well
supported and contested in a competitive
but convivial atmosphere. The winners of
both competitions appear in the results
summary.

Novice Bowlers Competition
The 2020 final was an all family affair with
Hugh and Sheena Hall battling it out. After a
very close game Hugh emerged victorious
which leads nicely on to the 2022 final where
he found himself defending the title against
Janice Hathaway. After a good start by Janice,
Hugh’s experience came through and he went
on to win.
-

-----------------------------

At the start of the season we were able to catch
up with the outstanding games relating to
2019/20 which were cut short by Covid – with
the exception of the Club Singles (which didn’t
take place because the preliminaries could not
be played) and the Drawn Pairs Final (due to a
combination of Covid and sickness). There
were no club competitions in 2020/2021 again
due to the dreaded Covid, and to add insult to
injury even this year’s finals had to be played
on two separate days for the same reason. Let’s
hope it is all behind us now and we can get
back to some form of normality.
The following summary of results is for the
2019/2020 and 2021/2022 seasons.
Trophies for both years will be presented at
this year’s presentation lunch at the Sir Roger
Tichborne on Thursday June 9th.

Novice Bowler Winner: Hugh Hall.
r/u Sheena Hall.
Weds. League Winner: Colin Smy.
r/u Ann Kent & Elaine Philipson.
Star Cup Winners: Malcolm Wright, Liz
Sprake & Brenda Cunningham.
Sloman Cup (5’s)
Winners: Val Sloman, Delia Stimpson, Jackie
Wright, Di Richardson & Anne Lock.
Friday Triples:
Winners: Pauline Shipway, Dennis
McGuinnes, Liz Sprake, Ann White & David
Lipman.

Results for 2021/2022:
Club Singles
Winner: Dennis McGuinnes. r/u Margaret
Weeden.
Mixed Pairs
Winners: Dennis McGuinnes & Val Sloman.
r/u Colin Smy & Phyl Lister.
Drawn Pairs
Winners: Pauline Shipway & Lesley Hawes.
r/u Val Sloman & Jean Bligh.
Novice Bowler
Winner: Hugh Hall. r/u Janice Hathaway.
Weds. League
Winner: David Lipman. r/u Pauline
Shipway.
Star Cup
Winners: David Kempson, Sheena Hall &
Irene Gould.
Sloman Cup (5’s)
Winners: Pauline Shipway, Elaine Philipson,
Mike Wells, Pam Routley & Irene Gould.
Friday Triples
Winners: Pauline Shipway, Dennis
McGuinnes, Shirley Bundy, Elaine Philipson &
Mike White.
Competitions begin again in October with the
Wednesday Morning League and Friday
Triples. Thank you for your support this
season, and we look forward to it starting all
over again in the autumn.
— Margaret Weeden and David Kempson

Bowling at Wey Valley
The latest information is that Wey Valley will
be open for play on Wednesday May 11th.
Opening hours:
Mon 8.30 – 2pm; Tue 10 – 2pm; Wed 8.30 –
2pm; Thu 10 – 2pm; Fri closed; Sat 10-12
noon; Sun Closed.

The charge, payable on the day, is £2 for the
two-hour session.
NB: Any short mat member can play - provided
they have full ESMBA membership. You were
given your membership number when you
joined. It also appears on the club’s list of
members.

