
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Editor:  Roger Dobbing 

Email: roger.ebc1@tiscali.co.uk 
Tel: 01483 273063 
 

Articles for the January Newsletter are 
required by December 23rd  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Surrey News 

A number of our members play for Surrey 
and we feel that it may be of interest to give a 
little background on County activities. The 
website, surreyshortmatbowls.com, is well 
worth a visit. Their home venue is Wey Valley  
where a number of interclub competitions 
are held during the season in which Ewhurst 
actively participates. 
 

There are three Surrey teams, Premier “A” 
and “B” and Ewhurst has members in each. 
All three play against nearby counties on a 
home and away “round robin” basis. This is 
followed by a knock out competition for 
those who have qualified. For the Premier 
and “A” teams there is also a rinks 
competition in the latter half of the season.  
 

To become a member of the Surrey squad 
and to play in one of the above teams you 
need to qualify in the trials held each Spring. 
These are great fun, if a little daunting. 
 

During the summer, Surrey organises a series 
of “friendlies” against local counties. To play 
in them you do not need to be a member of 
the Surrey squad or have done the trials. You 

do, however, qualify for a Surrey cap!  Jo 
Reynolds is the Ewhurst liaison for this and 
can tell you more. There are other 
competitions during the summer and a 
number of our members play in the three 
bowl pairs. This is open to all Ewhurst 
members, and many of the top Surrey players 
participate.  

During the winter season Surrey organises 
individual competitions, both county titles 
and national qualifiers in singles, pairs , 
triples, and rinks as well as a number of other 
competitions. Most competitions are open to 
Ewhurst members.   

You can get an idea of the scope of the county 
activities by looking at the “county diary” 
section on the website. 

–Tony Hodge    
 
Surrey County Summer Games 

During the summer months, the County 
organises around 8 “friendly” matches 
against other counties, usually Kent, 
Hampshire, West Sussex and East Sussex and 
Oxford, usually played both Home and Away. 
Teams of 5 members play against each in 
pairs and triples in a round robin competition    
 

Our own Sloman Cup 5s team competition is 
based on the same format.    These all day 
occasions are very enjoyable and a good way 
to continue short mat bowling during the 
summer “off" season. 
 

This year, Surrey won all but one game which 
was Away to Kent.  Their mats are always on 
the tricky side!   We just played Oxford at 
Home but may play them Away next year. 
In order to take part, players do not have to 
be members of the County Squad, although 
participation is more suitable for those 
experienced bowlers used to playing 
competitive matches.  
 

If anyone is interested, please contact me and 
I would be happy to tell them more. 
 

– Jo Reynolds 
 
Follow-up Course for Beginners 

On the afternoons of January 9th and 16th 
2020 there will be follow-up sessions for 
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people who join the club after attending the 
current beginners' course. 
 

Members who attended last year's beginners'  
course are also welcome to attend. Please let 
me know if you would be interested. 
 

– Margaret Weeden 
 

A Note for Your Diary: The  Sloman 
Cup – Teams of 5 Competition: 
Saturday 7 December  
This fun team competition held just before 
Christmas was introduced two years ago by 
the late Nigel Sloman.  Val Sloman has kindly 
donated a Cup to be awarded to the winning 
team. 
 

Based on a combination of pairs and triples, 
participants are drawn on a seeded basis into 
teams of 5 players, two of whom will play as a 
pair followed on the same scorecard by three 
players playing as a triple.  Each team plays 
each other on a round robin basis with the 
winning team being the one that scores the 
most points at the end of the day. It is an 
excellent way of meeting and playing with 
other members of the club as part of a team 
made up of a broad range of bowling ability. 
 

This competition is open to all members so 
even if you have not taken part in team 
competitions before or are new to bowls but 
enjoy friendly competition – do sign up.  Last 
year’s competition was one of the most 
enjoyable of the season so we know the 
regulars will be there. 
 

The sign up sheet will go up at the end of 
October and the draw for teams will take 
place towards the end of November. It is only 
open to 30 players, so first come first served.  
Why not put your name down?  We’re sure 
you won’t be disappointed. 
 

– Jo Reynolds & Margaret Weeden 
Competition Secretaries 

Tom Sutton Cup 
This Wednesday morning league will run for 
20 weeks, starting on the 16th October . It is a 
popular internal competition – last year there 
were 33 entrants and the competition was 
fierce!  On 30th October and New Years Day 
there will be no formal competition, so the 
last day of the league will be the 18th March 
(there will be no play on Christmas Day.)  

Each Wednesday we operate on a first come 
first served basis with the first 24 arrivals 
playing. The draw for teams takes place 
around 9.45 am so please arrive before that 
time. We play 18 ends, with no trial ends, so 
we usually finish around 12.45. 
 

Points gained by your team are recorded 
against your name. These accumulate each 
week to give a final score for each player and 
trophies are awarded to the winner and 
runner-up.  
 

Please just turn up to play – but if you would 
like any more information please contact the 
organisers: Tony Hodge 01483 275661 or 
David Kempson 01483 275854. On non- 
competition Wednesdays there will just be an 
ordinary roll-up starting at 10.00am.  
 

– Tony Hodge 
 

Clubhouse Cleaning 
New members may not be aware that 
everyone is expected to help with the 
cleaning of the clubhouse.  
 

A rota is displayed on a notice board at the 
start of the short mat season. Members will 
only be expected to clean once during the 
season unless unforeseen circumstances 
arise.  
 

We have tried to place newer members with 
those familiar with the system. Where 
possible, if you are unable to clean during the 
week that you are allocated, please arrange to 
swap with someone else. 
 

– Delia Stimpson & Elaine Philipson 

 
Wey Valley Parking – Beware! 
I received this warning from John Rose who 
has recently been fined for not having the 
correct registration number on the ticket in 
his car. 
 

You must carefully check that you have keyed 
in the correct registration number on the 
ticket machine – AND double check that the 
full number is printed on the ticket – 
otherwise you could be nabbed!                  
 

Luckily it turned out to be a glich on the 
ticket machine – so John did get his fine 
revoked.                                                             –Ed. 



 
 
 
Finals Day 
This took place on the bank holiday of the 26 
August, although it was necessary to play 
some finals on the previous Saturday as Jo 
Newman was in five finals - resulting in 
Programme Impossible.  To cater for this 
happening again we will reserve the Saturday 
prior to Finals Day in the fixtures list for next 
season. 
 

Many congratulations to Jo for managing five 
finals and winning three. 
 

The weather was kind on both days and it 
was good to see some new faces appearing in 
the finals.  Thank you to the members that 
came to spectate, I am sure that it was 
appreciated by the players and the 
organisers.  It would be good to see more 
supporters next year. 
 

After an enjoyable day of bowls we had the 
presentation of the trophies and then enjoyed 
an excellent buffet meal contributed by the 
diners. 
 

Our thanks must go to Doug Lock for 
organising both days so efficiently and all the 
members that marked and ensured that 
events went smoothly. 
 

A list of all the competition results is 
displayed in the opposite column. The 
trophies will be presented at our lunch at the 
Sir Roger Tichborne on October 16th. 
 
Johnston Cherry League 
The last game of the Friday League was 
completed on 23 August and only one of the 
16 afternoons was cancelled, the green being 
taken out of play after heavy rain. 
 

As the league is open to all members and you 
just turn up to play it is not possible to let 
everyone know if play is cancelled.  However, 
it is not safe to assume that because it is 
raining, or has been, that play will be 
cancelled.  Play can go ahead in the rain if the 
green is playable, providing the necessary 
precautions are taken.  We played two 
afternoons in the rain, with the players 
deciding to play. 
 

 
 

 

This is a league where you can play as many or 
as few times as you like but next season I 
would like to encourage our players to come 
more often.  It is always better with more 
players. 
 

We had 36 players attend during the season 
but only 10 players came to half or more of 
the afternoons. 
 

If there was a prize for attendance Liz Sprake 
would get it as she played 14 out of the 15 
games possible.  Liz was the only player this 
season to have her score adjusted, as we only 
take the best 12 scores into account in 
deciding the winner. 
 

At the end of the 13th week it was still 
possible for eight players to win, including 
Liz.  However, after the 14th week it was 
impossible for the top two players to be 
caught and it would be a two-way fight.  
Week 15 was the decider; the winner could 
not be caught regardless of the outcome of 
week 16. 
 

Mike Wells is to be congratulated for winning 
the Johnston Cherry League having played 

Competition Winners Runners Up 

Men’s Singles Doug Lock Roger Newman 

Ladies’ Singles Jo Newman Thelma Spiers 

Handicapped 

Singles 

Roger Newman Jo Newman 

Bullen Cup Harry Burrows Hilary Ball 

Hollier Cup Gordon Bedall Mike Wells 

101 Up Ken Chitty Jo Newman 

Tabor Cup John Greenwood John Thompson 

Mixed Pairs Jo & Roger Newman Thelma Spiers & 
Alan Eveleigh 

Drawn Pairs Jo Newman & Harry 

Burrows 

Dianna Benoy & 
Doug Lock 

Two Wood Singles Roger Newman Jo Newman 

Grace Jackman Agatha Crowther & 
Jude Fisher 

Hilary Mitchell & 
Jean Bligh 

Australian Pairs Jude Fisher & Alan 
Eveleigh 

Liz Sprake & John 
Fisher 

Johnston Cherry 
League 

Mike Wells Jean Bligh 

George Spiers Cup June Brockman, 
Peter Adams & 
Malcolm Wright 

Jean Esterson, Jo 
Newman & Ann 
White 
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consistently well through the season.  Of the 
11 games that he played, he won nine and 
drew one.  He had only one loss, and that was 
on week 16 when the outcome would not 
affect the final result.  A well-deserved win. 
Jean Bligh also played well through the 
season and was a close second.  Of the 12 
games Jean played she won seven and drew 
two. 
 

The full results are available on our website. 
Don’t forget that there is still a roll-up on 
Friday afternoons before the league starts 
and after it finishes. 
 
Crown Green Bowls 
Thank you to all members who signed up for 
the revised date of Aug 18th and especially 
those who came with cakes for the refresh- 
ments during the break. 
 

We had the maximum number of eight teams 
possible with this format – each team represent-
ted by a colour in memory of Nigel Sloman. 
 

The weather was good and it was an afternoon 
of fun. 

The team with 
Daffodil Yellow 
rosettes won 
with a shot 
difference of 11 
with the 
Antique Golds 
breathing down 
their necks with 
a shot difference 
of 10. 
 
The winning team consisted of Hilary Mitchell, 
Jude Fisher and Malcolm Wright; the Antique 
Golds were John Greenwood, Hilary Aker and 
Paul Tanner. 
 
A small bottle of wine went to the winners. Let’s 
look forward to the colours and cakes next year. 
 

September League 
The league was well supported this year 
although a series of events made it difficult 
for some of the team members to play their 
allotted games.  One of the reasons was that 
the first three games coincided with the 
Knaphill Mixed Triples League or the 

Guildford, Woking and District Triples 
League.  Next year we will reschedule the 
September League to play on Wednesday and 
Friday afternoons to avoid any possibility of 
the clash with the leagues.  We will also start 
at 2.00pm, the same time as the roll-up, to 
encourage an earlier finish. 
 

The scoring system used for this competition 
adds extra interest to triples and can change 
the tactics of play. 
 

All five afternoons were played, finishing 
with a perfect afternoon for bowls on the last 
day.  The team led by Thelma Spiers won 
with a score of 62, closely followed by the 
team led by Ken Chitty with a score of 60.  
The final outcome was dependent on the 
results of the last game, and therefore, the 
tension was maintained to the end. 
 

A bottle of wine was presented to each of the 
winning players. 
 

The full results are available on our website. 
Don’t forget that this league is open to all 
players, regardless of experience. 
 

Guidance for All Members 
Those of you who read my article in the last 
Newsletter and were looking out for the 
return of the folder containing ‘Guidance for 
All Members’ to the Clubhouse will have 
noticed its return in early September.  This 
was a bit late in the season for dedicated 
study during tea breaks and time sheltering 
from rain etc.  However, the good news is that 
it is now available on our website in the 
Membership Section so if you are at a loose 
end during those long winter evenings... 
 

It contains all sorts of information about the 
Club, how we do things and what is expected 
in all sorts of situations.  The contents are 
given below. 

Introduction Our Club 
Section 1  Bowling Etiquette and 

Dress Code 
Section 2  Use of the Green 
Section 3  Rink Booking Priorities 
Section 4  Annual Subscription 

and Match Fees 
Section 5  Guidelines for Roll-Ups 
Section 6  Selection for Friendly 

Matches 

 



Section 7  Guidelines for Captains 
of the Day 

Section 8  How to Run a Raffle 
Section 9  Internal Competitions 
Section 10  Guidance for Markers 
Section 11  Clubhouse Cleaning 

 

I would recommend that all members go 
through it.  You may be amazed at how much 
information there is – I was.  You may learn 
something too – I did. 
 

Final Fling 
Our last appearance on the green, organised 
by Doug Lock, rounded off the season nicely 
after a week of perfect bowling weather.  
After the fun and games the winners, Jack 
Sieber, Roger Mason and Roger Newman with 
a shot difference of 23, collected a bottle of 
wine each. The runners-up were Liz Sprake, 
Phyl Lister and Mike White. 
 

The afternoon finished with a raffle to clear 
the left-over prizes. 
 

Where did the season go? 
 

Captain’s Comments 
At the end of the season I had hoped to report 
that we had won more Friendly games than 
we lost.  However, we didn’t quite manage 
that.  Of the 66 Friendly matches we could 
have played 19 were cancelled, nine of them 
because of rain.  Of the 47 games that we did 
play we won 23 and lost 24. 
 

Had we had the opportunity to play some of 
the cancelled games we may well have got 
our wins into the black.  
 

Our last Friendly was against Cranleigh at 
home on 17 September.  Cranleigh is a 
competitive club with a lot of good players.  
When we played them on their green at the 
beginning of the season we were soundly 
beaten with a shot difference of 63, having 
only won on two out of six rinks.  Rumour 
had it that they were expecting to win again.  
I was prepared for defeat, but not without a 
fight. 
 

The afternoon was perfect; it was warm 
with blue skies, the green was terrific and 
we had a great tea when we stopped at half 
time.  It is just what all bowls matches 

should be like.  What more could we have 
wanted? 
 

When we went in for tea after nine ends we 
were in the lead on five rinks and only three 
down on the sixth rink!  All of our players 
were playing magnificently. 
 

It is quite usual to go in for tea at half time 
and it can be an advantage if you are losing as 
it can disrupt the flow of the opposition’s 
game.  I had thought that we would need this 
opportunity but now it looked like a mistake.  
After an excellent tea we went out to battle 
again. 
 

The team that was down at tea won six of the 
remaining ends and won the game.  Four 
other rinks won their game and the 
remaining rink was well in the lead on the 
last end, but luck went against them and the 
jack was taken back on the last bowl and the 
opposition scored 7; and the game was 
drawn. 
 

We ended up winning on five rinks and 
drawing on one, with a score of 100 and a 
shot difference of 19.  A great win – and a 
terrific end to the season. 
 

A big “thank you” goes to all who helped me 
throughout the season and to those who 
excused my mistakes.  Too many to mention, 
i.e. people that helped me, not, I hope, 
mistakes.  I have given myself my annual 
review and identified areas for 
improvement. 
 

For those of you who will be playing inside 
through the winter I look forward to seeing 
you there soon.  For those that haven’t yet 
been persuaded to come and play inside, I 
wish you good health and an enjoyable 
winter and look forward to seeing you next 
season out on the grass. 

– Malcolm Wright 
 

Knaphill League Report 
A good season was had by all who took part 
in the Knaphill League with Ewhurst finishing 
in third place. A very strong Milford squad 
finished top of our zone. 
 

We played a total of 16 games, with 9 wins, 1 
draw and 6 losses, total points for the season 
was 28.5.  
 



 A total of 16 members turned out at least 
once during the season thus broadening the 
depth of our squad for 2020. 

– John Fisher 
 

3 Counties League Report 
As a result of the efforts and support of an 
enthusiastic squad playing in the 3 Counties 
League Ewhurst finished the season as 
Division 4 champions. 
 

The team played 12 matches, won 8 and lost 
4, with an end of season tally of 41.5 points. 
 

A great season was enjoyed by all, visiting 
far-flung greens across Hampshire, Sussex 
and Surrey performing on some very trying 
and testing greens. 
 
Well Done to All!! 
In addition to the above the 3 Counties held 
an anniversary open triples charity 
competition day on the 20th August, hosted 
by Wonersh Bowls Club. Hilary Mitchell, 
Brian Allen and myself were delighted to 
represent Ewhurst in a day-long competition. 
The Ewhurst team finished as semi-finalists, 
eventually losing to the competition winners, 
namely Midhurst Bowls Club. 
 

All in all it has been a most enjoyable season 
for those members who supported the team 
and the club. 
 

Looking forward to 2020 and Division 3. 
 

–John Fisher 
Ewhurst Bowls Club - 3 Counties Delegate. 

 

Terrific Result John! 
On Sunday 22 September John Greenwood 
and Gail Woodford (Cranleigh) beat a pair 
from Cuckfield and Lindfield to win the 2019 
Rotary District 1145 (Surrey and West 
Sussex) Lawn Bowls competition.   
 

The Outdoor Club's association with 
Cranleigh Rotary goes back to the 1970's 
when members of Rotary were instrumental 
in saving the Club from its demise.  Members 
of Ewhurst playing for Cranleigh Rotary have 

won the trophy (which incidentally is 
enormous) seven times since then. 
 
Guildford and Woking League 
For the second year running we came 2nd in 
the Guildford section of this league, just 2 
points behind the winners Woodbridge Hill, 
who ironically were beaten twice in our 
matches against them.  They went on to beat 
Knaphill in the final.  We played Weybridge, 
who were 2nd in the Woking section, and lost 
by just 1 shot.  Better luck next year.   

– Roger Newman 
 
Finals Days 

Many thanks to the club members who came 
to watch the finals, particularly those who 
came on the extra Saturday, scheduled 
because of congestion for matches on Bank 
Holiday Monday.  For those playing, it does 
provide a lovely atmosphere to hear good 
shots appreciated and applause at the end for 
the winners and runners up. 

– Roger Newman 
 

Three Counties Triples Final 
Ken Chitty, Jo and Roger Newman reached 
the final of the Triples competition played at 
Alton Social on 21st September but sadly lost 
to a triple from Petersfield.    – Roger Newman   
 

Short Mat Bowling 

If any Outdoor members wish to try Short 
Mat Bowling in the Autumn/Winter please 
contact any of the Short Mat committee 
members who will arrange conversion 
sessions for you.                      – Roger Newman 

 

 

 

Club Lottery 
There has been a good response so far for the 
new season but I would welcome a lot 
more!  Please email (phg.slade@btinternet.com) 
for an application form. Thank you.    

– Pauline Gallagher (Lottery Administrator) 

General 



 
 
 
For your Diary! 
 
Saturday 
December 14th , 
7 for 7.30 
 

CHRISTMAS 
QUIZ 
 

£8.00 pp 
including a simple supper. 
Money please to Sue Forth, 9 Broad Walk, 
Cranleigh GU6 7LS (275218) 
 

  

Social 

 

CYPRUS APARTMENT 
Self Catering 

 

If you are interested in a holiday in Peyia, 
west of Paphos in Cyprus get in touch with 
me. 
 

Special rates for Bowlers and you can keep 
your hand in out there at pay as you play 
Bowling Clubs that are close to the 
apartment.  No need to take your bowls 
either. 
 

Apartment sleeps 4 with large balcony, pool 
and gym.  Have a look on 
www.homeaway.co.uk search for 10358197. 

 

Roger Newman 
01403 753140. 

  

This caught our eye when holidaying in 
Wiltshire.  Can anyone beat this for a place 
name?                                                       – Ed 

  
A million youngsters 
are crying for a  
cleaner planet. 
 

Their parents  
Would like them to start with 
their bedrooms. 
 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE 
 

The publication dates for the Newsletters will 
change in 2020. 
 

They will now come out at the beginning of the 
following months:  January, March, May, July, 
September and November (instead of February, 
April, June, August,  October and December). 
                                                     – Editor 

 



 



 


